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A PROFILE OF. AaRItULTURE STUDENTS 

. . / . _:j ..... 

y AT WESTERN KENTUCKY .UNIVERSITY 



Introduction 




rtments of agriculture in. U.S. colleges and^ universities have't»een 
experiencing phenomenal growth in 'enrojlment in recent .years .- A matter of ^ 
considerable interest to the administrators "'and tlhe fasu I ty of agricultural 
schools, besides the- sheer increase' in enrollment, is the fact that the -new 
agriculture students are in. some^ significant ways different 'from agrf(^l'tlire 
students of the past. Iriereasingly, ^a much higher proportion of the'~rt6w 
Students, are felfiJtle and urbah-b6rn and they appear to tfe preparing'.themselves 
to enter, into agr,iculture-rel&ted occupations rather than preparing themselves 

to enter^into agriculture as a way of^li/e. " , ^ . , ' , 

. 's . ' I. ■ . . -. . . , ■■ ' . '. ^j. 

The' shift in the kind of stjudents coming lathe field of agriculture is 

^ bound to have important implications not 'only for the schools where, they are' 

♦ to be^ra^ned'but also for larger issues of manpower and food prodiKtion. The 

farm population in theJJ.S. ha S been declining steadily in number "^si nee World *. 

' " ■ ■ ■ ' . . ■ ' 

'War II: But. our need or obligation to- produce larger a4J -larger amounts' of ' 

food has not been declining but increasing all, along,. Therefore^ the changes^ 

talking place in schools of agriculture are not only of signfficance to the • 

school itself-or the state in which the school is located but they .are tied 

to. the future well -being of ^he nation and the. world. .' * • 

• In this charged context, it is a matter; of theoretical and 'socia.1 policy 

relev.ance to know'who are the, new agricil^pi^re students, what are their charac- 

terf^tics, and what are,. their aspirations for. the future. Further, the 



trtfining of agriculture students in tljaXS. has been traditionally-a respor ; , 

sibility of the land grant coljeges. However, Vag[ional state universal ties. C 

' - ■■ ', ■ < . 

and private institutions of higtier education' are also involved in pnoviding 
■ ' ' •• ' . ■, ■ ' • ■ ' 

^-,agriculture-related education to their students . This shared respdnsibilTtyV 

of educating agriculture students may also have implications .for the kind 

of Students the two systems of instruction attract. 

The purpose of this paper is to report in abroad outline the findings-i 

of a study of agi^iculture students at Western Kentucky University. This*tiji& " 

■was. earned QtJt as part,cff a larger research -effort. by the southern land grant 
institutions under the title J'Si^thern l^esijirch Project ^S-1 14" ("Defining 
%nd Achieving Ltfe Goals: A' Process -c^f Human Reso^irc^ Development"). The 
major objective of '^this research was to "obtain a better understWing of ' t)ie 
reasons' why' students select a^riculttlre as their major as well as to stud>^ 
the factoVs reUted to their career chcj^ces. Jhis report presents the results 
of that portion oV the aeneral sufvey which describe the characfteristics of 
agriculture students at l^estern Kentucky University. In addition, this report 
attempts to show isome of the similVities and differences^ between agriculture'., 
students at Western Kentucky University^ a non-land grant regional state " 
university, and their counterparts attending the 1862 land grant un.1 vers i ties « 

•of the south'*-. - . ' ' 

Data f6r ^his study were collected during the ^spring and 'summer- of 1977. 
through^ mailed questionnaire.' The samplef for the Western Kentucky University' 
agriculture students was drawn from a list of all sfuden'ts majoringMn agri- 
cul tore .during the 1977' spring semester^ To ensure a reasonable sample size, 
'150 students were randomly picked from the list. The sample for the land 

■ ' ■• ' . 

*1862 Land granC Golleges: Arkansas, Auburn. Clemson. VlorM^ 'Vnrfria . 

^ ■ ^' ■ Kentucky, Louisiana, Mi>s4^ippi , Titirflrtarol i na , 

^ . . ' I Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas ASM, Texa's rech, 

( Virginia. :, • '. * ^ 



grant institutions was drawn from similar lists of agriculture studeTvEs in 
the different .universities. From these lists a fifteen percent random sample 
was drawn. Two mail follow-ups and'one direct-contact were used to improve . 
resRbnse ^ates. The overall response rate for agriculture students at- Western 
^Kentucky University was. ',78 percent (N=116), a somewhat higher response, ra^e 
than that for the^^ land grant schools. The questionnaire contained a variety 
of questions related to the students ' social background, educational experiences 
and career orientations, i ' 

In this report comparisons are made. between the Western Kentucky sample " 
and the 1862 land grant schools sample (N=2535). The areas of interest covered 
in this report are: n,1) general background characteristics of the respondents; . 
2) high school characteristics; ^) work 'experiences; 4) people deemed influ- 
ential in respondents' Selection of his/her major; 5) things deemed im|iortant 

. . _ I • .. » ^ 

by th** respondent in ch'oosing his/her college major; 6) goals and expectations; 
antW) selected agri?u1tut^e-related attitudes of the' respondent;. Results are 

' , ' ^' ■'. ' . . S . 

presented in percentage form. * X ' ' • 



-/ 



— . i 

general Background Charafcteristics (TabJe * ; 

An examination of the general characteristics of the: s^dy population 
shows that Western Kei^tucky University agricultui^e students,/.while |haring 
certain characteristics j*ith their counterparts in the southern land grant 
institutions\ differ f^^iji the latter significantly irkanumber of other 
characteristics. In Vacial composition and citizenship, Western Kentucky 
University students are verisimilar to the students in J:He land grant "schools 
^ About 95 percent of Western Kentucky University agriculture students are 
citizens of the United States. The proportion of female students at Western 



Kentucky University. is slightly lower than that of the land grSnt schools. 
Only one in four Western Kentucky University students >s a female. Additionally, 
a lower proportion of Western Kentucky University students ar;e n[iarriecfj about 
6 percent le^s than agriculture Students in the land grant universities. 

Some significant differences exist between the two groups of students in 
• their residence background and types of communities in which their parents were 
raised. Western IjCentucky UniversAy students/ and their parents are far more 
rural than their counterparts; in' the "land/grant universities. Farm or open 
country r»e5idence was -claimed by approximately 57 percent of the Western 



■1 



Xeiritucky Universi ty/'students; a pro^ort{on twice as great as that of the land 



grant schools. Equally s«ignif1cant is the fact that the number of Western 
Kiwtucky University students w,hose parents were raised on the farm or in the 
open country Wa§ almost'^gZ^percent' greater than students in the land grant 

■ / ' ..^ V - • . - ■ ■ 

institutions. Western ^^Kentucky Univer^sity students reported that well over 

65*perci^r)/t of their fathers and mothers were raised on a fhrm or tn the open 

■'•■**/• w ' ' ^ ■ \ ' . f * • . ■ • ■ 

country/ Current residence of parents |pf Western Kentucky University students 

has remained more rural. Fifty-six percent of the paf^ents of Western '-Kentucky 

University students live on a farm compared yth 24 percent of ihe parents of 

^he students attending land grant universities . ' . 

On t1ie p(^int af parents' average yearly Income and__their educational 

attainment, Ifl/estern Kentucky University students have a significantly greater 

representation at/the lower ends of the scales than do their counterparts ^in y 

the study population. / About:24 percerit of the Western KenWky University ^ 

students report ttieir parents' income to be below $10,000 per year, and the jt^. 

range of income of about 24 percent of thris group .is between $10,000 and $15,060 

per year^ Also, noteworthy is the fact \hat alrtpSt 27 percent of the fathers 

. and 28 percent of the mothers of Western Kentucky . University students hiye had 

I less than *12 years of schooling. 



On political orientation/ Western Kentucky University students and^hei*^ 

-. '■■ - '.v.. V . i . . . . " , 

parents are somewhat le^s liberal than their counterparts in ;the land grant . 
schools. It is intere^sting to note, however, that Western Kentucky' University 
students are significantly more liberal than their parents. About 25 pejrcent 
of Western Kentucky University, students consider themselves -liberals but only ' 
seven percent of their parents are considered to he liberal, by, their 
children. 

High ScIioqT Background (Table 2 ) . . 





V 

Western Kentucky University sf^ents s+iared with their^ counterparts in 

, . ^ ^ ■ ■ ' " > ■ 

the land grant lini versities a numt)er of characteristics with respect'to 
secondary^edifcation. However, in some ar^as of interest. Western Kentucky - 
University students appear tp vdry fn^the\st^c|ents in the land grant schools. 
^ much higher ^proportion of Western Ken tucl^ University stydents reported that . 
the. h'igjj^'^^chools from which they* icfV^adua ted of feared courses in agriculture:, ^ 
twice ds niany stern Kentucky University students as land grant school students 
reported taking^^ese courses. 'Among the Western Kentucky University students 
}4\o said that their^decision to major in agriculture was influenced by sQ||^e 
course offered in high school, approximately 70 percent^ saicl it was an 



agriculture coursed A lower proportion of land grant university students were 
similarly influenced. . . ' ^ . ^ 

In general , participation rates-Hn high school activfties were similar ^ 
for Western Kentucky University students and the land grant school students. 
However, in certain categories of activities. Western Kentucky University- 
students had a slightly higher participation Tate. ^The difference between the 
two^ groups of students is particularly noticeable in agriculture-reflated 



" activity groups such as 4-H, FFA, VhA, and other vocational clubs.. " . • 

. , ■ '■ ... ■ ■ ■ " ■ ■ '- ■ ' ' ' 

Work Experie nce (Ta6le 3) ' ' r . H' , - 

The figures .'show that Western iCentuckj^ University had a significantly . 
larger percentagje of s^tudents reporting work experience on a farmj however, - 
the proportion of Western Kei^tucXy- University students reporting nonfarm work 
experience, was slightly lower than that of thQ, land grant schools. Nearly 80 
, percent of tire Western Kentucky University a gricul tyre majjojts stated that 
they worked on their parents' farm. ^ Seventy percent of the students also 

°' y . 'J ■ • ■ • ■ ' ■ / ^ ' " 

^a id that they vtorkea;. as hired e^^ 

People Deemed Important in Thflufencing Choice of Major (Table 4 ) ' ' 

' . '[ ■ ' ■ ; : '■^■flr';,.--^" ■ ■■. ■ ■ . . , 

Parlnts were most infljjentialvan^ ^^^^^ 
as* their major for both groups of students in' this study. Slightly more than 
- 70 percent of Western Kentuck^^'vecsU^ i^^^ men tioned^frent^' 'influence 



\ 

A higher percentage of ^este'rn 'Kenl:ucky. UnT^^^^ students cited tne influence 

■ ■ ' ■■ ' * " . . 

of other^ individuals; col lege teacher or advisor fllO percent) ; other relative 

(42 percent^;, vocational, agriculture teacher (39 peircentk/' 5nd' college, friend 
(38 percent). Among other. persons .deemed influential, by stuSffents in this 
survey were high school frierfds, higK.schoo1, teachers, veterinarians, ancj^' 
"former- stii^nts. 

■ ' ' ■ » <• ■ ■ 

Things Deemed Important in Choosing Major (Table 5 ) ^ / 

■ ' '. '' ■ ■ ■ 

. Th^ l^rimary reason that both Western Kentucky University students and 

the other ^t^sl^nts wi the study chqse fFfelr present major was ±o prepare for 
a career^t Over 98 percent of the respondents mentioned career preparatiqn 



;>s "yery important" or of "some importance." The second most, importankreason 
indieated -by both groups of students was "preference for cburitry life. ''^^^ 
four percent of Westerh Kentucky qriiversity students checked this ten) whereas 
. 77 percent of the land grant urmefsity. students gave "preference for cq^y' 
life" as a, reason for choosing this major. The promi^ of a good i 1^0(11? played, 
an important part, in .the students' choice of^maj or. Seyeflty-eight-f&rcent of 
the Western_ Kentucky University'students and 58 percent of^the othe>< students • : 
indicated.Jt(/ insure good income" as a factor in their decision. A desire to* 
,.bejp' athers am ffigured pro!n|nently in their decision to choose agriculture 
as a major both for Western Kentucky University ar^d-the other student^. \ 
muchbigher proportion of W§^tern Kentuc^' UrH vers ity students credited their 
successful experiet^e in agriculture as^^" important" or "very important" iV ' - 
selecting agriculture as their major- Other factors,' such as "had a course 
related to this in college," "had a course reVated to this ..in high scho^/V " 
arid "my; family tho'ught.'it would , be best" were listed by both groups 6f students ' 
as.ha^ng some, but less, 'importance in their choice of giajor. Forty-nine ' . ' 
percent of ' the llestern tlniversity students and 43'percont of'W other students 
in the survey considsr^f factorior factors not listed in the questionrra ire 
as "very importa^rrrs^n the choice_ Of their present major. * . 

Membership in College Or^nizations (Table 6 ) 

' . ■ • " 

An examina'fion..of the organi23*tiortal membership of agricultare students 
indicated that individuals in both study ijopulatio'ns participate in numerout 
^college organizations. A higher proportion^ of Western Kentucky University 
students hSve membership in agriculture^related organizations than do students 
.from the • other .^chgols. Twenty-three percent of Western- Kentucky University 



.students parttcipate on Wging .teams compared; to oh ly, 13 percent of the 
other students, , and 19 perre^. of Western' Kent^^^^^ students havev- 

membership in college 4-H, FFA>and or FHA compared to only 9 percent of the 
students^frpm land grant universities. 

"... • • . • . ■ • ' , **■,*' 

Sources of Funds for College Education (Table 8" ) 

* "^Students in the survey reported, a number of sources of funding for their 
..college Education. The major sources of financial support cited by Western ' 
Kentucky University students are their savings, parents' ^vings, ^PHier jobs, 
and f^rt-time work while in college, in that ordgr. Students, from the other 
institutions indicate parents' savings', summer jobs, their own savings, and 
pa^-time- work in college, in that order, as tljei^majai sources of finarwal 
support. Interestingly, a. higher proportion of Westetn Kentucky University-* 

students depend on scholarships and student loans arrd grants for their educa-- 

■ i \ ■ ' . ,^ - ■ ' ' ■ V ■ 

ti on than do their counterparts in the other schools. Thirty-five percent' bf 
■ ^ ' / ■ ■ V' : . '--/^.::- 

/Western Kentucky University students list scholarships asa' source of their 

C, funds. A somewhat equal proportion list student Iq^ins and grant^ >as sources ' 



of their financial support for college educatfon. 
G6aTs and Aspirations 



Educatiorfal goals of Western Kentucky University students are sdniewhat 
higher than that of the other) students in* the study. slightly 'higher propor- 
tion of Wiestern Kentucky^ U students wish to^ 'Obtain .professional 

degrees and a do^ students, in thie land grant schools.. When 

asked how much educatiorv they expect to obtain^.the response of , both groups ' 
of students suggest tha\ th6y may, of necessity, have to settle for less than 



what they w*ih to^'have/ Ten percent of the Western Kentucky University students* 



surveyed expect to discontinue^•the^r scho(>^ijtg before obtaining bachelor's - 
degree, 0nly^l4 p^rcertt b^i'eye it possjjsle' for* them.to'obt^ professional " 
degree, and' less than four percent expect to earn a doftoij-a^l- degree. A higher 
proporf ion 0/ Western Kentucky UniWerstty/students expect to complete a master's 
degree thafi do students from the othjBr^schdo^s. . Twent>^ntn^ percent\of 
Western Kentucky University students ex^^^^ degree (Table 10), and 



77 percen^..of them hope to do the-ir graduate work-in agriculture. Furthennore ,^ 
about half of those planning on graduate; work expect td remain at their present; 



university to cbmqlete their studies/ V : " * 

Farftiing PTdns gind Residential PrefereTice (table 11 ) ; 

' Western -Kentucky University students :whl)expect-or foresee the possibility 
of inheriting a farjP^ represent a somewhat tiigher proportion than their 
counterparts in tbe land grant institutions/ Nfcarly one-:fcifth. of the sample . 
expect to inherit a farm, ahd^l percent foresea the possibility of inheriting ' 



'onfe.V More significant, however, is* the difference between the two groups in 

. ■■ ■:■ ii- ' , > 

their expectations to own a farm alone in the future. The percentage of 

, ■ ." ." ' »"■''" ' ■ ^- ■ ' . ' ■ \. ' . 

'Western Kentucky University students ex pec ting to "oWn-a farm alone" is more 

•'• • ■ ■' ■- 

tha* twice as great a^ that of the land grant university students*, ^Sixty-seven 
percent of the Western Kentucky University^^s^^ expect to' owrf'^ farm alone. 

Selected Attitudes . 



J 



Respondents were given seven statements on womenJs issues in order to 
determine tnejr. views on that subject. The Western Kentucky University 



students are slightly moreVtraditional in their views of the roles of women 



) 
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than are thev^other students in the study. The view tj^t' "itj^ alright for ' j 
/ a wonian to v^m;k but her cepl f&4-fi lenient in life conies Vith motherhpod'V is " ^ 

held by 39 percent of Western^Kentucky Unive^si tyVtiadents as cdrnpared to 

34'. percent of .the land.grant university students. A slightly h-J^\ ■"-njrtion 
. of ^Western 4fentucky' University students expressed Agreement w cemerit'^'^-^ ^ 

- ''-I -^11 Id fee^V uncomf datable if Tny supervisor at ^ork wei'^e^ ^oman." ' If J 

The study groups in the survey share similar attitudes concerning eco- - 
.' logical issues.^ Only a small proportion (15 percent) of Western Kentucky V 

Unlversiw students fee la greater importance 'in strip mining providing energy. 



than in keeping the countt^. side in its natural conditiOjn./ The role of 
government i narcological issues is acpepted by a mudh larger percentage of 
'the students in the sample (Table l/). / 

the respojjdentsV perception about the fielcl of agriculture is p posi^tive ' 
one. They beljeve that good career opportunities exist in. agriculture and 
that agriculture -is not ^.declining industry. They disagree-tbat most work 
in agriculture can be done by people with very little education (Table 15)1 
... Finally, Western Kentucky University agriculture students perceive them- 
selves as more sure of what they want in li;fe and more wilNng to accept new 
and unusal f3eas than their coun^jfrparts in the land grant scVools and all 
non-agricultural student*. In addition, the vi^ew that agriculture students 
are fnore friendly and helpful to other people than non-agricultural students 
is "shared by 59 .percent of V^tern Kentucky University students and 55 percent 
of the others in the study (Table 16) . / . 
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TaDle-^l. Genftf^^ background 'Charactet/lsti'cs^ of respondents ^Percentages) 



n 



.,1^ Sex 



Male 



Female . ' 

2-. "', Racial /Ethnic ident^i^ty , \ 

..-s ..White/AKgto' . 
^ . Other ^ 

3. Country of^Cfftizenship ' 

USA , • 

Other .. ; 

4. College Classification 

. / Freshman 
Sophomore 
Junior 
Senior 

Graduate/other 

5. Marital Status 

^ Single 
Harried 

Separated/Divorced 

6. Place where respondent lived 
^ost af his/her 1 ife 

" Fartn/rWh 
' Open country 
Small ,towh 

City, 10,000-49,999^ • 
Metro 

7. Place where resporldent ' s 
father was raised 

Farm/ranch 
Open Country 
Small town 
City. 10,000-49,999 
Metro ' 



-4 • '^V/ 

^ 1862 Schools 

i 

. N=2533 
72.8 \ 



N=2519 

; 94^8 
3.2 

N=2526 

97'.4- 
2.6 

N=2525 

. 18.2 
. 21 .5 
I 26.5 
I 31 .5 
2.2 



2516 




85.2 
13.5 
\1.3 



N=2525 

19.8 
8.4 
13. a 
• 20.9- 
37.2 



N=2505 

33.4 
10.7 
19.3 
14.3 
22.3 



Western * 
Kentucky Univers'lt y 

V N='116 

74.1 . : ' 



\ 



.1' 



N= I I d 

94.8 
5.2 

'•N=n4 

100.0 

N=116 

27.6 
24.1 
23.3 
22.4 
2.6 

N=115 

91.3 
8.7 . 



N=115 

49.6 
7.0 
9.6 

25.2 
8.6 



N=116 

60.3 
6.0 
9.5 

19.9 
4.3 



(continued) 
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I Table 1. (Contiirued) GeneraWackgrouniS| charac/erisiti« of regporiVea^ I 



8, Place where respondent's 
" mother was raised . , 



» 9. 




Fanti/ranch ' 
Onf»f> country 
Niid I . own 

City, 143,000-49,999 
tro 



\ 

Parents' current 

'Farm 
Non-farm 



\^sidence 



10. Parents' farming statlis 

• i;ull-time farmers ^ 
" ^ - Part-time farmers 
Non-farmers 

n. Parents' average yearly income 

Less than $10,000 
. $10,000. to $T4r:»999 . 
$15,000 to $19,999 
$20,000 to $49,999 
$50,000 and over 



12. Father's educational attalnrrignt 



All 

lg' 62 Scho ols 




Less than 12 yrs. 
mgh 'School graduate - . 
Post-secondary training . 
College graduate ' 
. Graduate work \ ' ^ ' ' ^ 

' 13. Mother's ediicationalvattainment 

V Less than 12 yrs; 
, ""High School graduate 
■ . / ' Post-secondary training 

College graduate ^ 
' • Graduate work 

' 14. Respondent's political orientation A 
' t 

Conservative 
' Modei^ate , 
- Liberal 



N=2487 

iy 

10.7 
'23.0 

29.3 
10.2 

N=2518 

* 24?fe 
"75.4 

N= 907 

33.3 
48. 4< 
18.3 



N=2215 ~ 

\D.O 
16.4 
16.4 
47.8 

N%91. 
12^2 

If- 

i«.o ■ 

i, 

N=2477- . 

- 8.2 
33.2 

^ 28,8' 



21.4 

7.^ 



^N=2416 



31-, 
40. J 
28.2 




. ! W^LStfrj] 
K entucky Univer sity. 

N=114. ' . 

M " • ■ 

50.9 

1.7 ' 

- N=ii5 . : 

55.6 ' * 
44.4' 



N= '65 

43.5 
49.3 
7.2. 

N-101 

23.7 
23.8 
19.8 
27.7 
'5.0 

N=113 

*26.6 , 
27.4, 
17.7 
13.3 
15.0 

.^=113 

28.3 
34.5 
21.3 
.8.8 1 
" 7.1 

N= 97 

32.0 

43.3* 

24.7 



^^9^Xhcludes don't know. 
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TaM^. (ContinuedV General background characteristirs. of. rjspondpnts. 

.. ." " . ■ 



^1 



15.^ Father's political orientation 



Conservative 
Moderate i 
Liberal ^ 



16. Mother's political .rientat/ioii 

Conservative - . 

Moderate. "- v . 

XiberaT . • 



All 

1862 Schools 
N=2384 



56.0 
37.0 
7.0 

N=2397, 

50.6 
40.6 
8.8 



Western <" \ 
K entudky University 



N= 91 . 

52.8** 
41.8* 
.5.5 

N= 88 

46.6 
46.6* 
6.8^ 



r 



r 



♦Inclydes dpn't know. 
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Table 2. High School background characteristics of Tespon4 



-S4- 



n 

—.11 



l.;^^HigH. School i^A 

^ . C or belo^ ^ 

y 2. Were agriculture cbi^rses offer-r 
ed iriTesporitlent's hign schoolt"^ 

^ - No , A.I 

•3. , Did respondent take any agri-* 
/' culture coursgg^in high school? 

»' • ■ ' - ■ 

Yes . • . . . • 
■ No • • 



1862 ScMols 

l{=2535 

^ ' 27.4 

54.^. • 
*- 18.5 

^ I * '■■ 
N=2505 

^ ' I 

. 47.6 
48.3 • . 



N=24g3 

23'.? • 
76.8 



5. 



Were home economics cptmse* 
offered fn respondentK.s high 
school? ■ ' \y 

Yes 
No 

y 

-ft ' * , • . 

Did r^espondent take any home 
ecoYiomics courses in high 
school?. 

Yes 

Nq \ . - 



6. 



Did one course in' high school , 
more than any other coutse, in- 
fluence respondent's decision to 
lajor in agriculture or home 
economics? 

Ye s » V 

. No :~ ■ 



7. . If ••yes," was this course in 

Agriculture 
V Home Economics 
Biological Sciences 
Physical Science 
Other " . 

J. . : 1 _: 



t 




centageS ) \ ■ 



N=2494 

^90.3 
7.6 



N=2488 
17.6 



N=253l 

23.6 
76.4 

N= 579 

36.1 



54.8 



9.1 



Western . 
KentucJ^y University 

N=115 

23.5 

53. 'J 

Z2J, - 

N=1T3 \ ' . 

" '66.4 ■ 
'33.6 



N=115 

45.2 
54.8 



N=114 

94.7 
5.3 



N=115 

24.3 
75.7 



N=115 

40.0 
60.0 

N= 46 

6^6 

30.4 



Table 2. (Continued? >1i,gh School background ^aracteri sties of respondents. 



'„ ' . All 4 " West6!f'n 

, ' / ■ ^ " ■ 1862 Schools ' • Kentucky Unjverslty 

\a. High school act'-f^ities in " 

^ >»hich respondent participated: ' ^ . 



4 



\ ^- ic teani- 




4u.y 


N=^105 


37.1 


Jntrairiurals } 


V " N=i^l47 , 


40.4 . . . 


N= 9Q 


^6.7 


CbeerXeading 

/ r 


N=2053 


■ 17.9 


N=; 93 


■ , 31.2 

-. \. 


Debate, Drama, Chorus, 
Band 


N=2100 • 


- 34.2' 


; N^89 


39.3 


' Hobby clLibs ^ 


N=2067 


21. ? 


N=88 ^ 


i» 

^ 20.5 


Honorary" clubs 


N=2160 


33.3 ' 


N= 91 


'26.4 


Newspaper/yearbook 


N=2T25, 


20.4 


N=-90 


20.0 


Subject matter clubs ' 


N=2157 


36,7 


N= 96 


-40.6 


Student Government 


N= 2167 


20,3 


N= 92 


• 32.0 


■4-H ./ . 


• "^N=2049 


12.0' 


' N= 91 


22.0 




N=2071 


.9.0 ; 


N=^100 


. 30,.0 




N=193'7 


' 3.9 


N= 82' 


-11.0 


Other Vocational c.lubs 


' 1^=2004* 


10.5 


N= 87 


17.2 
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Table 3. Agricultural i^d non-agricultural work exp^eriejices of r^spon(j|nts 
(Percentage) . ' * 



"7 



Type of work|experience: ^ 

Fa'rms or ranch work 
on hon)9Liarni 

\ 

Jarm oj^ranch work else- • 
where as a hired employee 

other agriculture-related ^ 
work • 

Home economics related w6rk, 
as a hired employee 

Other work experiences 



N=23Q3 

N=228,5 

N=2i^63 

N=2089 
N-2381- 



47.0. , 
47.2'^ 
58.2 

5.1 

88.2. 



Kentucky University 



N=n2->, 
N=107^ 
N=101 ^ 
N= 95 

r 

N=102' 



79.5 

70.1/ 

63.4 

1.1 
77.5 
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Table 4. .People deenie.^ "very jnfluentitl" or of/"soiiie influence" 
' ' major.; (Percentages), 



All 1862 Schools 

Very Some Total 
Influential + Influence ? influence 



Mother- 
Father- . 

Brother 
Sfster ■ 



N=2487 ' 13.2 



Othv: relative 
High School friend 
High School counselor 



Vocational Ag. Teacher . 

Home Economics Teacher 

Other'teacher or principal 

•Collegeifriend. , 

College^eatheNor 
advisor 

Fqmier student 

Dean or Associate' Dean, of • 
' Ag. or Home Economics. 

Veterinarian « : 

Clergyman . 



N=2475 
N=2292 



'^1.9 
5.6' 



.N=2320 ■ ■ 2.0 
N=2426 . ii5 
N=.242B . 
N=2419 
N=2410 
N=2404. ■ 
N^380 , 
N--2400 



N=2414 
^^2403 



. 2.6^ 
2',3 
6.5 
0.5 
5.7. 
10:1. 

12.4 

6:7 ■■ 



li=2396^ ''U 



N=2417..' • .8:9 
N=2398-'^ ^ "KO 



47.2 
43.6 
16.1 
14.5 
21.4 
20.4 

I 

13.6 
7.6 



HeSflfern Kentucky, University 

' Very _ ■ Some . Total ^ 

Influential + Wluencf = In fluence 
— . — - 



') 



■1.9 
16.1 
24.4 

' 24". 1 

V;l-5.f 



8.6. 

i2:f 



60.4 
65.( 
21.7 

16,5; , 

28.9-' 
■ y 

25.1 
lf.2 • 
9.9 
14.9^ 
2.4 
21 .8 
34.5. ' 

36.5 
22.1 ' 

\ 

5 

11.9 

.21.8 
5.8 ■ 



N=114 
^=114 

i 

^=106 
1=109 



N=lll 
N-110, 
N=106. 
N07 

I" 

N=1.06 
N=109 

N=106 ■ 



H06 



' 26.3 
36.8 

■ 7.3 



12.1*. 



•J 

-9.3~ 

V 

6.3^ , 

,V 

27.3 

'u 

10.3 ' 
14.2. ■ 

17.4. ^ 

0.9 

..9.3 

f ■ 



' 46-.,5 
39.5 
19.8. 
17.4 
29.9 
25.7- 
12.0, 
9.9 • 
11 .8 ' 
1.9 
22.4 
23.6 

^3.0 
18.V' 



72.8 
46.3 
33'.0 
24.7 
42.(r 
34.9 
21.^ 
16.2 
'39.2 
3.8 



" , ,4.7 
17.'l6 

■ ' 5.7-: 



37.8 
50.4 

5.6, f 
26:9 . 
5.7 - 



Table'5'. . Thin^ deemed of "ver)/ importaht" or "some importance" in choosing/respondent's present major; ( Percentages ) ',' ' 



Things Deemed Important \^ \\ 

ScholarsMp anij/br 
financial assistciiKe 



All 1862 Schools , ' 

./ Very ■ Some' ' Total 
Iiilportant + Importance - Importance 



N398 6.6' 



r 



To pr^epare for a' fareer. 1 - ' N!=2430 Al\ 



To help others 



A preference of country, . 
life to city life 

i ■ ■ ■ 

Successful prior experi- 
ence in agriculture 

Successful prl^r experi- 
ence in home economics. 

My friends, were in-tbis 
■Jajqr 

„My family 'thought it 
would be best 

High school teacher or 
advisor suggested it 

College teacher or 
advisor suggested it ; 

Had a course related to 
this in high school V 

Had a course related to) s, 
this in* college 

V I ■ 

Chance to make better grades 
. It would insure a. good income 



mm ■27.1 

N=24io ' 47.4 



m 



N=2397 



10.6 
2^1 
,'45:3 

29.3 



23^ .) 25.2^ 
0.7'' 3.2' 



2.6 
'2.4 



N=2390 2.4 

'n=2377- - 4.7 

N=2377 5.8 

N=2379 II.9 

c 

f 

N=2365 .2.8 

15,1 
42.7, 



•13.9 

17.^ 

9;0 

15.2 

13.4 

19.5 " 

13.6 

41./ 

'3.8 . 



* 17.2 
76.9 



V . 

Western Kentucky University - 



. Very. , Sane , Total ' 
Important + Importance "= Importance? ' 



-103 
=107 



7.8 
79.4' 
23.3 

N=l05 ' 59.0 



i 




20;i4s' 

18.7 

T 

53.4 
■ 24.3 

3.8 

■>'. 

17.1 • 
34.0 
19.0. 
22.1 



\ 



.28.2 
98.1'^ 



5^' 



76.7. 



83.8 
111' 
5.7 
20.9 
35,9 
25.7 
32.7 



N=104 

1 


22.1 

\ 


.13.5, 


35.6 


N05 . 


16.2 


1 

■ 20.0 . ' 


. 36.2 ' 


N=104j ■ 


2.9 


27.9 


r 30.8 


1^=105 


21.9,. , 


•56.2 


78.1 


N=45, 


48.9 ^ 




48.9 . 



Table 6. Membership I'n agriculture or homes^economics related brganizatfons while 
. at college. (Pe*c6ntages) ' 



• '. -t ^ ' ah Western 

. '• . . 1.862 Schools , Kentucky University 

>Pepartnie;it clubs ■ , • . - .N=2309 39.8 N= 98 ^31:6 

Judging teams ^ t " , N=2269 ; 12.8 , N= 99 23.2 

■■■■ • ■ ■ i • ' ■ ^ . 

Honor fraternities/sojoritie^. ' N=2255 17.1 -* N= 97 »» 9,3 

College 4-H/FFA/FHA ' 5^ N=2336 . -. ' 9.4 ^ N= 97 . '^6.6. 

. Student agriculture or ■ . ' / . ' • ^ . ' . 

r home economics cauncil , \ N=2229 . ^ 5.8 , 98 * . 7.1 

Social fraternities/sororities - J 1^^2267 - 15.6 ! \; " N= 97 lf.3 

Profess.ionlr^ societies/associations ^'N=2Z67 .2Q - 3 " N= 96 v 12. 5 



< . 



Table 7. Position as a leacter op officer in agriculture or home .economics related 
-organizations wKiie in col 1^ (Percentages) 



• All .. • Western 

1862 Schools • Kentucky Univ« 



Departmential clubs ' 


N= 714 


33.3 




25 


• 

, 40.0 


Judging team . , 


N= 217 


, 50.7 




14 


' 50.0 


.Honors fraternities/sororities 


N= 284 


22.9 


N= 


7 


57^.1 


College 4-H/FFA/FHA ^ 


:N= 156 


55.1, 


•N= 


13 


' 76.9 


Student agriculture, or home , 
Economic counciL 


'N= 100 


' L . \ 

40.0' 


N= 


6 


^6^.7 


Social fraternities/sororities 


Nf'291 


61.9 


" N= 


10 


90.0 


Pro fes s i oha 1 sot i e i tes/ a s soc lct|i on a / 


N=?.>a44 


?6.2 ' 


■ N= 

4 


IT 


45.5 



Table 8,. ^J&ujcpes of funds for coTl^ege educatiorf (Percentages) 




SchcfTarshi^s " \ " . N=2331 

•^StudeHjfc loan^. Of grants ^ N=2318. 

^Own §^vingf ^ . . - " ^N=2370 

Part-time work" while at college ^ N=2356 

.Par^ents • . N=2412 



Vetfrans- benefits - N=2298 

Spouse;; ■ ' ' vjl=2288 

Other relati ye or friends ^ ^ N=229l 

Summer job ' ' ' N=2373 

Other . .' N=1369 



All < ' ( .■■' ''', Western 
1862 ScTiools Kentucky University 



26.7 


N=100: 




24.8. 


N=102 


33.3; 


75 .5 


• N=104 


82./ 


54.7^ 


N=lb2 


' 49.0 


84.^ 


N -103^ ^ 




■ 8.0 ■ 


\ N=100 


• ■ / 
■ 7.0 


1.0.6- 


' ; N=lf 0 » 


■ 4.0 


:-l9.9 


N=100 . 


■ 12.'0 _ 


78 .Z" 


N=105 . 


'72.4 


13.4 

IK 


. N= ^6 . 


32,1 



;TabIe 9. Educationar^ask^'^atlons (Percentages). 



!•. Educational goal 



Quit school before 
bacKelor *s degree 

Complete work for- 
a bachelor's degree 

Complete^^ program for- 
master's degree 

Professional degree 

Complete program for 
a doctoral degree 



For those expecting to do* 
graduate work 

Percent expecting to 
^ remain In an agriculture 
or home economics rela'ted 
^ concentration - 

Percent expecting to re- 
main at their present 
university/ 



All 

18 62 Schools 
. N=2448 

- 2.5 : 

'31.7 . 

27.2 
.. 21.2 

. T7'.4 



N=1260 

82.5 

N=122'7 
-57.7 



-Western 
Kentucky University 

N=107, ." ; 

2.8 '3 

26.2 ' , ^ 

25.2 
25.2 V 



20.6 



N= 66 
77.3 

50.0 



4 




Table 10* Educational expectations (Percentages) 



Quit school before 
. .bachelor's degree 

Complete work for 
a bachelor*^ degree 

Complete program for, 
a master's degree 

Professional degree 

Complete prog»**am.for 
, a doctoral degree^ 



All 

18 62 Schools 
N=2443 



2.9 

57 J 

21.7. 
13.3 

" 5.0 



Western 
K entucky University 

' N=107 



10.3 

3.0 

29.0 
4.0 

3.7 



0 

ERIC 
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Table 11. Fanning plans j^nd residential ^ref^nce' (Percentages) 
— '■ — ( ^— ' ^ 



•1. Expectation of inheriting 
a farm or ranch 

DefiniteTy expect to,* 

Some possibility of it 

Definitely won't 

Already inherited one 

2. ^Expectation of owning a 
'f^rm or ranch 

Yes, own alone 

Yes, own with others 

\ No 

3. Res^Sdential preference 

Fam/ranch 
• Open count v ' " * • ? 



Small town (uncf^i^ 
10,000) ^ 



7 



. City, 10,00d'tq^/t9^999.: 
Metro 



All 

1862 Schools 
N=2492 



15.9 
31.5 
51 .6 
0.8 

N=2472 

29.4 • 

17.9 

52.7 
N=2497 . 

37.9 - 
:20::1 

15.5 



Western 
^ Kentucky University 

N-116 



2&.7 
41". 4 
36.2 
1.7 
N=114 

20.2 
13.2 
N=115 
^56. 5 



6":5v, 




ERIC 
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Table 12. Income expectation on. respondents* first job (Percentages). 



Under $10, dOO 

$10,000 - 14,999 
$15,000 - 191999 
$20,000 ar/d over 



All 

1862 Schools 
N=2384 
■ 36.7 
51.7 
7.6 
4.0 



Western 
Kentucky Universi ty. 

N=112 

37.5 

51.8 

7.2- 

3.5 
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Table 13. Selected attitudes of respof^ents on Women's Issues (Percent "strongly agreeing" of "agreeing") 



V ; A11 1862,$chQ0ls ■ Western Kentucky University 

4 ■ * ' 1 

■ t ' \ strongly \ Total Strongly • Total 

• ■ ; Agree ^ Agree = Agreement Agree + Agree = Agreement 

1, Women in college are more concerned . i ~ 

with getting a husband than with r - 

" ' preparing for a career. N=2487 '■'2.9 17.3 ^'20.2' N=n6 1.7 '12.9 14.6 



2. The husband and wife should b'e ■ i i ' ' 

equal partners in the marriage. i N=2}98 53.4/ 36.8 %,l N16 49.1 m 89,1 



.3, It IS alright for a woman to work * , 

but her real fulfillment in life \ ' ■ , 

comes with motherhood.. N=2489 10.7 22.9 33.6 J=116 -.13.8 25.0 38'.8 

4. A ijioman who does the same work 'as . , - 

I a-man should receive the same pay. . M 59.6 35.9 -95.5 N=116 54.3 , -41 .4 95.7 

5. I would feel uncomfortable if my • *' 

iupervisor at work were a. woman. M 5.6 12.0 17.6 N15 1.7 18.3 '20.0 



"6.. Women are diipable' of perfpntiing 
as well asjpi at work outs iie 
• thehof^^ _ N=2488 23:4^ 37.6 61.0 ^=113 13.3; 48.7 62.0 

7. ..It's- allri^t for women to work ;p 

■ full-time even though their . ' , 

children are in. school. ■ , N=2499 12.2 37.7 "49.9 N=116 11.2 38,8 50.0 

< ■ . . 

B. Most agricultural occupations ' . . - , 

arfi'unsuited.forwomen. ' ' fl=J500 ' 3.4 \ 20'.1 ' 23.5 N=115 4.3 '19.1, 23.4 

9. Women should wor^kVull-time ' •. ' • ' • , ' / 

■ only before they have chil'dren. .N=2490" 6.1 19.6 25.7 . ]|=116 6.9 15.5 ^2.4 



' Table 14. Selected attitufes of respondents-.on ecological Issues. (Percent "sifongly agreeing" or "agreeing.") ' 



1. The government should be able to 
force fanners to adopt soil con- 
servation practices if they have 
erosion problems. 

2. Greater regulation is needed on 
the use of , chemicals in agricul- 

. ture. 

, ' 3. Economic progress that results 
. , in the'Mtruction of places 
J of natural beauty needs to be 
stopped. 

4. Strip mining coal to provide 
energy for our; country is more 
important than keeping the 
•countryside irj its natural 
condition. 



N=2490 



=2490 



N=2480 



All 1862 Schools 



Total 

gree' t Agree = Agreement 



Western Kentucky University . 

Strongly jptg] 
Agree + Agree = Agreement . 



15.0 33.3 48.3 N16 



20.6 ,^ 36.4 
•1 



8.6 



2.1 12.3' 14.4 



34.5 43.1 



57.0 N16 14.7 ■ 38.8 53.5 



35.3 39.2' -74.5 Nie '?9.3' 39.7 



69.0 



N16 ' 3.4 12.1 15.5 



Table 15. Respondents' perception about the field' of agriculture (Percentages) 



, , mi 1862 'Schools 

Strongly Jotal.. 
Agree + Agree = Agreement 



J 



, Western Kentucky .Oniversity '' 

Strongly Total 
^ ^gi'se + Agree = Agreement 



1. There are good career opportunities 
, in agriculture. ' N=2497 



2. Host work in agriculture, can 'be 
done by people with little 

educati^. . M6 

3. Agriculture is a declining • ' 

industry. N=2497 



40.4 46.5 86.9 N=n6 " 50.0 44.8 94.8 



i 3 



1.2 llv7 13.9 N=115 0.9 8.7 ' '9.6 



3.0 5.1 84 N=116, . 1.7 '3.4 '5.1 ' 



i. ' 



,J ^ 

Table 16. Respondents' fierception about agriculture students CPercentages) 



ATI Western 
— ' 1862 Schools • Kentucky University 

' . • • • i 1 

1. Agriculture students are sure 
of what they want td do in ^ 

- life ^\ N=2435 N=113 

^. . ' ' ' 

. More than n'on-ag.. students 42.5 - . 51.3 

Same as non-ag. students 55*0 / 45.1 

Less than non-ag. students 2.5 3.6 

. . ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ . • /• •'•• 

2. Agriculture students are 

interested in competing for ^ . . . ^ 

high grades N=2438 . N=112 ^ 

More than noh-ag. students 7.1 . 9.B 

Same as non-ag. students ' 73.8 , 75.9 < 

Less than non-ag. students 19.2 14.3 

3. Agriculture students are 

interested in classical music ^ 

arid good4jterature ^^=2418 \ N=lt3' 



More than non-ag. studenj;s . . 2.9 : 4.4 

Same as n(jn-ag. students; ^ %.9 ' . -42.5 

Less than non-ag. students ^ 50.2 53.1 



7.; 



ERIC 



Agriculture students are . " ^ 
^ friendly and helpful to 

, other people N=2431 N=113 

More than non-ag. s'ttrd^nts 55.0 59.3 

Same as^^n-ag. students 43.2 39.8 

Less than non-ag. students 1.8 0.9 

5. ,^^7\griculture students are ^ 
willing to accept new and 

unusal ideas N=242b N=n3 

More- than non-ag. students 16.0 - 21.2 

. Same as non-ag. students * 66.7 ' 70.8 

Less than non-ag. students 17.3 . .8.Q 

■ 

(continued) ^ 
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Table 16. (Continued) Respondents' perception about agriculture students (Percentages) 



' ^ All Western 

. , 1862 Schools Kentucky University. 

6. Agriculture students are . 

interested in making a lot ' . 

\/ . of money "v N=2432 N=113 



« More than non-ag. students 5.7 12.4 

Same as non-ag. students 69.7 . 77.0 

Less than non-ag. students . 24.6 10.^ 



'7. Agriculture students are 
tolerant of people who 
come fr-om a different 



■ I- 



background * ^ N=2432 N=113 

More than non-ag. students 19.8 - 31.0 



Same as non-ag. students- 59.2 ' ^ 56.6 

Less than non-ag. students ?1 .0 " - 12*.4 

8. Agriculture students are. \^ i 

seriously concerned about ' . ^ ^ \ • . 

* the state of the nation ' ^ . ^ 

^ -and of the world . N-2W) - ' N=^113 

More than non-ag. students 29.1 33.6 

\ ! . Same as non-ag. students 62.1* 57.4 

' Less than non-ag. students 8.8 ^, 8.9 

Agriculture students are 
' interested ip having a 

good time at cpllege . N=2432 . N=lll 

•More than non-ag. students 10.9 ^ 8.0 

y i Same as non-ag., students 81.6 85.7 

( ■ ■ ■ ■ ^ 

\ Less than non-ag. students • 7.5 / \ 6.3 
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